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ABSTRACT :This article examines the socio-economic life of the Emirate of Bukhara
through the works of the Danish traveler and researcher Ole Olufsen. Based on materials collected
during his expeditions to Central Asia in 1896—1897 and 18981899, the study analyzes various
aspects of social and economic life, including population structure, handicraft production, trade
relations, irrigation systems, and administrative organization. Particular attention is paid to the
source value of Olufsen’s work The Emir of Bokhara and His Country and its significance for
studying the history of the Emirate of Bukhara at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of the
twentieth centuries. The article also evaluates the reliability and scholarly importance of Olufsen’s
observations through a comparative analysis with other historical sources and academic studies.

Keywords: Ole Olufsen, Emirate of Bukhara, Central Asia, nineteenth century, socio-
economic life, handicrafts, trade, irrigation system, historical source, European travelers.

AHHOTAIIUSA: B nanHOl cTaThbe aHAIUM3HPYETCS COLMATbHO-3KOHOMUYECKAS IKU3Hb
Byxapckoro smupara Ha OCHOBE TPYIOB JAaTCKOTO IyTEIIECTBEHHHWKAa M wuccienoBarens One
Onydcena. HccnenoBanre 0OCHOBaHO Ha MaTepHanax, cCoOOpaHHBIX aBTOPOM BO BPEMS IKCIEIUIINI
B LlenTpansuyto A3zuto B 18961897 u 1898—1899 ronax. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE yIESETCS BOIPOCaM
COIIMAJBHOM CTPYKTYPhl HACEJCHHUS, PEMECICHHOTO IIPOU3BOJICTBA, TOPTOBBIX OTHOIICHHH,
MPPUTAIMOHHON CUCTEMBI ¥ a/IMUHUCTPATHBHOTO YIpaBiieHHs. PaccmaTpuBaeTcs 3HaueHue Tpyaa
Oune Onydcena «The Emir of Bokhara and His Country» kak BaKHOIO HCTOPHUYECKOI'O HCTOYHHMKA
1o u3y4deHuto ucropun byxapckoro smupara koHna XIX — Hadana XX Beka. Takke mpoBOIUTCS
OLICHKA JJOCTOBEPHOCTH U HAYYHOH IIEHHOCTH CBEJICHHM, COIEPKALIMXCS B padOTe MCCIIeI0BaTeIs,
MOCPEJICTBOM HX COIMOCTABJICHUS C JPYTUMH HMCTOPUYECKMMU HWCTOYHHKAMH W HAyYHBIMHU
UCCIIEJOBAaHHUSIMU.

KaroueBbie ciaoBa: One Onydceen, byxapckuit smupar, llentpanbras Asms, XIX Bek,
COIIMAJIbHO-I)KOHOMUYECKAsl KHU3Hb, PEMECIIO, TOPTOBIIS, HPPUTAIIMOHHAS CHCTEMAa, HCTOPUIECKUI
MCTOYHHUK, EBPOTICHCKHUE My TEIIECTBCHHUKH.

During the second half of the nineteenth century, Central Asia became one of the regions that
attracted increasing attention from European powers, scholars, and travelers. The expansion of the
Russian Empire into the region and the geopolitical rivalry between Russia and Great Britain
stimulated scientific expeditions and geographical investigations aimed at exploring the political,
economic, and cultural conditions of Central Asian societies. As a result, numerous travel accounts,
memoirs, and scholarly works were produced, many of which remain valuable historical sources
for the study of the region.
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Among the European researchers who visited Central Asia during this period, the Danish
explorer and geographer Ole Olufsen occupies a special place. He led the First and Second Danish
Pamir Expeditions in 18961897 and 1898—1899, during which he conducted extensive studies in
the Emirate of Bukhara and neighboring territories. The findings of these expeditions were later
published in his well-known work The Emir of Bokhara and His Country: Journeys and Studies in
Bokhara [1]. This comprehensive study contains detailed information on the geography,
administration, population, economy, culture, and everyday life of the Emirate of Bukhara at the
end of the nineteenth century.

Unlike many contemporary travelers, Olufsen based his observations not only on personal
experience but also on interviews with local officials, merchants, and ordinary inhabitants. His
knowledge of Russian and Uzbek enabled him to communicate directly with the local population
and gather information without relying heavily on interpreters [1]. Consequently, his work
provides a relatively detailed and reliable description of various aspects of life in the Emirate of
Bukhara.

The socio-economic history of the Emirate of Bukhara has been examined by numerous
scholars. V.V. Barthold emphasized the historical significance of Bukhara as one of the major
political and cultural centers of Central Asia [3]. Later studies by Adle and Habib highlighted the
economic foundations of Central Asian societies and the role of trade and irrigation in regional
development [4]. Soucek and Becker also contributed to understanding the political and economic
transformations that occurred in Central Asia during the nineteenth century [5; 6]. Nevertheless,
the information provided by Ole Olufsen regarding the socio-economic life of the Emirate of
Bukhara has not yet been sufficiently analyzed from a source-critical perspective.

The relevance of this study lies in the growing interest in European travel literature as a
historical source for reconstructing the social and economic history of Central Asia. Travel
accounts often preserve valuable information that cannot be found in official documents or local
chronicles. Therefore, a critical analysis of Olufsen’s observations allows for a deeper
understanding of the social structure, economic activities, trade relations, handicraft production,
and irrigation systems of the Emirate of Bukhara.

The purpose of this article is to examine the socio-economic life of the Emirate of Bukhara
based on the works of Ole Olufsen and to evaluate the historical significance of his observations.
The study employs historical-comparative, source-critical, and analytical methods to assess the
reliability of the information presented in Olufsen’s work and to determine its contribution to the
historiography of nineteenth-century Central Asia.

Ole Olufsen’s work The Emir of Bokhara and His Country occupies a significant place
among European accounts devoted to Central Asia at the end of the nineteenth century. Based on
his expeditions to the region in 1896-1897 and 1898-1899, the author provided extensive
information on the geographical environment, population, economic activities, and administrative
organization of the Emirate of Bukhara [1]. His observations are particularly valuable because they
were collected through direct field investigations and communication with local officials and
inhabitants.

According to Olufsen, the Emirate of Bukhara was characterized by considerable ethnic
diversity. The majority of the population consisted of Uzbeks and Tajiks, while Turkmens, Arabs,
Jews, and several other ethnic groups also inhabited different parts of the emirate [1]. Such
diversity reflected the historical development of the region as a crossroads of civilizations and
trade routes. Similar conclusions were reached by Barthold, who emphasized the multicultural
character of Central Asian societies and the important role of Bukhara as a center of political and
cultural interaction [3].
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Agriculture constituted the foundation of the emirate’s economy. Olufsen repeatedly stressed
the importance of irrigation systems in sustaining agricultural production throughout the region [1].
The fertile lands of the Zarafshan Valley and other oasis areas depended heavily on artificial
irrigation supplied by canals and water-distribution networks. Adle and Habib note that irrigation
represented one of the most important factors behind the economic development of Central Asian
societies and enabled the growth of both agricultural production and urban settlements [4]. The
maintenance of canals and water infrastructure was therefore essential for the prosperity of the
emirate.

The cultivation of cotton, wheat, barley, fruits, and vegetables played a significant role in the
local economy. Agricultural products not only supplied domestic markets but also served as
important commodities in regional trade. Soucek argues that agricultural production remained
closely connected with urban development, as cities functioned as centers for the exchange and
distribution of goods produced in surrounding rural areas [5]. Olufsen’s descriptions confirm this
relationship between agricultural prosperity and urban economic activity.

Handicraft production represented another important sector of the emirate’s economy.
Olufsen observed that many urban residents were engaged in various crafts, including
metalworking, pottery, weaving, leather processing, jewelry production, and textile manufacturing
[1]. Bukhara and Samarkand were especially known for their skilled artisans and high-quality
products. These observations correspond with the accounts of Vambéry, who praised the
craftsmanship of Central Asian artisans and highlighted the reputation of local textiles and metal
products in regional markets [8].

Trade played a central role in the economic life of the Emirate of Bukhara. Olufsen described
Bukhara as one of the most important commercial centers in Central Asia, attracting merchants
from Russia, Afghanistan, Persia, and India [1]. The city’s markets offered a wide variety of goods,
including agricultural products, textiles, carpets, metal goods, and imported merchandise. Earlier
observations by Khanikoff similarly characterized Bukhara as a major commercial hub whose
prosperity was closely linked to long-distance trade networks [7]. The consistency between these
accounts suggests that trade remained a fundamental component of the emirate’s economy
throughout the nineteenth century.

The increasing influence of the Russian Empire also affected economic relations within the
emirate. Following the establishment of the Russian protectorate, commercial connections between
Bukhara and Russian territories intensified [6]. Becker notes that although the emirate preserved
its formal political autonomy, economic integration with the Russian market gradually expanded
[6]. Olufsen’s observations indicate that Russian manufactured goods became increasingly visible
in local markets, reflecting broader economic transformations occurring in the region at the turn of
the century [1].

In addition to economic activities, Olufsen devoted considerable attention to the social
structure of the emirate. He described a hierarchical society headed by the emir and supported by
administrative officials, military leaders, religious authorities, and large landowners [1]. Below
these groups stood merchants, artisans, peasants, and laborers, who constituted the majority of the
population. Such a social structure was characteristic of many pre-modern Islamic states and
reflected the political and economic organization of Central Asian society [4].

Religious institutions occupied an important position in everyday life. Olufsen noted the large
number of mosques, madrasas, and religious foundations operating within the emirate [1]. Bukhara,
often referred to as one of the leading centers of Islamic learning in Central Asia, attracted students
and scholars from different regions. Barthold likewise emphasized the city’s historical role as a
major center of Islamic education and intellectual life [3]. The influence of religious institutions
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extended beyond education and played a significant role in shaping social norms and community
relations.

From a historiographical perspective, Olufsen’s work represents a valuable primary source for
studying the socio-economic history of the Emirate of Bukhara. Nevertheless, like many European
travel accounts, it should be approached critically. Certain descriptions may reflect the author’s
personal perceptions and contemporary European attitudes toward the East. Therefore, the
information contained in his work should be analyzed in comparison with other travel narratives
and scholarly studies [7; 8]. Despite these limitations, the richness of factual information contained
in Olufsen’s observations makes his work one of the most important sources for understanding the
social and economic realities of late nineteenth-century Bukhara.

Overall, the evidence presented by Ole Olufsen demonstrates that the Emirate of Bukhara
possessed a diversified economic structure based on agriculture, irrigation, handicraft production,
and trade. At the same time, the emirate maintained a complex social organization shaped by
ethnic diversity, religious institutions, and traditional administrative structures. These
characteristics contributed to the unique historical development of Bukhara and explain its
significance within the broader history of Central Asia.

The analysis of Ole Olufsen’s works demonstrates that they constitute an important
historical source for studying the socio-economic life of the Emirate of Bukhara at the end of the
nineteenth century. Unlike many contemporary travelers, Olufsen conducted extensive field
observations and collected information directly from local inhabitants, officials, and merchants. As
a result, his descriptions provide valuable insights into various aspects of life in the emirate and
allow modern researchers to reconstruct its social and economic conditions with a relatively high
degree of accuracy.

The study reveals that agriculture formed the foundation of the emirate’s economy, while
irrigation systems played a decisive role in ensuring agricultural productivity. The extensive
network of canals and water-management facilities enabled the cultivation of cotton, cereals, fruits,
and vegetables, thereby supporting both rural and urban populations. In addition, handicraft
production and trade constituted essential components of economic life and contributed
significantly to the prosperity of major urban centers such as Bukhara and Samarkand.

Olufsen’s observations also highlight the ethnic diversity and complex social structure of the
Emirate of Bukhara. The coexistence of various ethnic groups, together with the influence of
religious institutions and traditional administrative mechanisms, shaped the social organization of
the state. The author’s descriptions provide important information regarding the position of
different social groups and the functioning of local institutions within the emirate.

Furthermore, the comparative analysis of Olufsen’s accounts with the works of Khanikoff,
Vambéry, Barthold, and modern historians confirms the reliability of many of his observations.
Although certain descriptions may reflect the subjective views of a European traveler, the majority
of the information presented in his work corresponds with data found in other historical sources
and scholarly studies. This significantly increases the source value of his writings.

In conclusion, Ole Olufsen’s The Emir of Bokhara and His Country remains one of the most
valuable European accounts on the history of the Emirate of Bukhara. The work provides
comprehensive information on the economic foundations, social structure, and everyday life of the
population and therefore occupies an important place among the sources for studying the history of
Central Asia. Further comparative research involving local chronicles, archival documents, and
European travel narratives may contribute to a deeper understanding of the socio-economic
development of the Emirate of Bukhara and the broader historical processes that shaped Central
Asia during the nineteenth century.
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